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TO: 
Lee E. Perry, Executive Director 

FROM:  
Andrew Timmins, Bear Project Leader

DATE:  
9 October 2006


RE:  
2006 Bear Season Update # 2

As of October 9th, 233 bears (157 males, 76 females) have been reported to the bear project.  Bait hunters harvested 140 bears (98 males, 42 females), still hunters/stalkers have taken 77 bears (52 males, 25 females) and hound hunters have registered 16 bears (7 males, 9 females). This represents an unofficial tally for the bait hunter harvest as that portion of the season has ended.  To date, the overall harvest sex ratio is 2.1 males per female, which is higher than the long-term average of 1.4 males per female.  The harvest sex ratio for bait (2.3 males per female) and still hunters (2.1 males per female) is comparable while the sex ratio of bears taken by hound hunters is lower (0.8 males per female).  

Regionally, 48 bears (30 males, 18 females) have been taken in the North, 74 (59 males, 15 females) in the White Mountains, 64 (37 males, 27 females) in the Central, 21 (15 males, 6 females) in Southwest-1, 22 (15 males, 7 females) in Southwest-2 and 4 (1 male, 3 females) in the Southeast regions.  As is the case during most years, the White Mountains region has the highest regional harvest tally.   This trend is consistent with our management goal to reduce the bear population in that region.  The harvest for the Southwest-2 region represents an unofficial tally for that region as the bear season ended in WMUs H2 and K on October 5th.

Below is a breakdown of the bear harvest through October 9th for the past 6 years.  Currently, we are 47% below the 5-year in-season average of 438 bears for this time period.  Additionally, we are 34% behind last years harvest for this time period.  The current harvest is nearly equal with the 2002 harvest at this point in the season.  For comparative purposes, a total of 338 bears were harvested statewide during 2002.    

The decline in bear harvest continues to appear mostly related to an increase in food abundance this year compared to previous years.   The abundant crop of blackberries, mountain ash berries and beechnuts, coupled with locally average crops of acorns and apples, presumably is preventing bears from traveling greater distances to acquire food.  Additionally, bears are spending more time feeding in remote, higher elevation habitats and frequenting valley bottoms less.  This results in bears being less vulnerable to hunter harvest.  Recent mast surveys by Department staff indicate that bears are feeding in stands of beech and oak.  These species will be predominant food sources for bears the remainder of the season. 

Thank you to everyone for continuing to submit registration slips to the bear project in a timely manner.  Recall that all registration slips and premolars should be included in deer data mailings the remainder of the season.  Thanks again for your continued effort.   

________________________________________________________________________

2006 IN-SEASON BEAR HARVEST TALLY COMPARED TO PREVIOUS 5 YEARS

                                      AS OF 10/9/06 AS TALLIED ON 10/9/06

YEAR
             2001            2002          2003            2004           2005          2006

DATE                SUM           SUM          SUM           SUM          SUM          SUM

 9/15                   233              137             403              292             209            130

 9/30                   351              203             617              482             328            233

 10/9                   381              230             683              544             352            233
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